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CANTERBURY

NEW HAMPSHIRE

ANNUAL REPORTS
OF THE TOWN OFFICERS
OF THE TOWN OF

CANTERBURY
New Hampshire

Comprising those of the Selectmen,
Treasurer,

Town Clerk, Tax Collector,

Health Officers, Road Agent, Library Trustees,
Trustees of the Trust Funds, Planning Board,

Board of Adjustment, Conservation Commission,
Historical Society, Police and Fire Departments.

THE 2008 ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE TOWN OF CANTERBURY
IS DEDICATED TO DALE CASWELL
IN RECOGNITION OF HIS
20 YEARS OF SERVICE AS CHIEF OF THE

CANTERBURY VOLUNTEER

FIRE

DEPARTMENT.

Dale Caswell was and

is

a dedicated public servant, retiring in 2008 having

served a total of 25 years on the Canterbury Volunteer Fire Department, 20 of

those years as Chief. Dale's tenure as Chief saw the overall
rescue services double and the

demand

for

response to these demands, Dale initiated

demand

emergency medical

first

for fire

and

services triple. In

responder training for Canterbury

and greatly improved the emergency medical capabilities of the
department. Another of Dale's many significant achievements was securing the
grant for the new rescue truck and then designing and obtaining this magnificent
asset for the Town. Though he has retired as Chief, Dale continues to volunteer
his services to the department and serves as Deputy Fire Warden for the Town
In an era marked by dwindling community participation and diminished
volunteerism. Dale's quarter century of dedication to the safety and well-being
of the citizens of Canterbury truly stands out. A grateful community salutes you
firefighters

and wishes you well

in

your well-earned retirement.
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TOWN

OFFICES GENERAL

INFORMATION
Web

Site:

Town

canterbury-nh.org

Administrator's Office

canterburyadministrator@myfairpoint.net

Selectmen's Office
canterburyselectmen@myfairpoint.net
Welfare Administrator

Assessing Office
canterburyassessing@myfairpoint.net

783-9955

Monday

— Wednesday — Friday
9:00-1:00

Town

Clerk/Tax Collector

canterburytaxcollect@myfairpoint.net

783-0153

Monday 9-3

— Tuesday 11-6— Thursday 4-8

Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer

783-9033
Selectmen's Meetings

&

1st

3rd Monday of the

month

Planning Board Meetings

2nd

&

4th Tuesday of the

month

Zoning Board of Adjustment
As needed
Conservation Commission

2nd Monday

of the

month

Recycling Committee
1st

Thursday of the month

Historic District

Commission

As needed
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TOWN

OFFICERS
SELECTMEN

— ELECTED

(3 years)

Robert Steenson, Chairman (2010)

W. Briggs Lockwood (2009)
Kenneth Folsom (2011)

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR

(3 years)

Cheryl A. Gordon (2010)

TREASURER

(1 year)

Mary Witschonke (2009)

MODERATOR
Wayne Mann

(2 years)

(2010)

PLANNING BOARD
Jim Snyder, Chair (2011)

Don Burgess

(2009)

Brian Kilrain (2009)

(3 years)

Tyson

Miller, Vice

Chair (2010)

Christopher Evans (2009)
Art Rose (2011)

Alternates:

Ken Stern

(2009)

Chris Blair (2010)

Kent Ruesswick (2009)
Secretary: Nancy Lilly

Selectmen 's Representative: W. Briggs Lockwood

CEMETERY COMMITTEE
Virginia Dudley (2010)

Hugh

(3 years)

Michael Bertolone (2011)
Fifield (2009)

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST

(6 years)

Mary Ann Winograd (2010)
Brenda Murray (2014)
Mary Kerwin (2012)

LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Claudia Leidinger, Chair (2011)

Kathleen A. Dunn, 3 years (2010)
Florence \Moods, 2 years (2010)

Anne Nute, 3 years (2010)
Kelly Fapps,

2 years

(2010)

Ronald Turcotte, 3 years (2011)
Linda RiendedLU, 3 years (2011)

TRUSTEE OF THE TRUST FUNDS

(3 years)

Greg Heath, Chair (2011)
Nancy Lilly (2009)
Jennifer Hopkins (2010)

Town
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OFFICERS

— APPOINTED

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Roger

A.

Becker

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Janice L. Stout

ASSESSING CLERK
Benjamin Bynum

DEPUTY TOWN CLERK
Paula Harper

BOOKKEEPER
Mary Hauptman

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Philip K. Stone,

Jr.,

Road Agent

David Heath

James Sawicki
Donald O'Connor

Jason Barry

TRANSFER STATION
Sarah

Norman

Manager
Manager
Retired

Taft,

Bowles,

Warren Hardy

—

Adrianne Allaire

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief ]o\\n LaRoche

Sergeant Ernest Beaulieu
Santo

Fiorillo,

Part-time Officer

Mark Ashland, Part-time

Officer

Todd Sheehan, Part-time Officer
James Lavery, Part-time Officer
Janet Emerson, Administrative Asst.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Peter Angwin, Chief

Don

Janelle,

Deputy Chief

Jon Camire, Captain

Adam Angwin,

Lieutenant

David Nelson
Eric Grace

Brian Magoon
Mathew Nelson
Mary Gurnee

Scott Ruesswick, Deputy Chief

Don Maurer, Captain
Jeremy Slayton, Lieutenant
Geoff Hubble
Richard

Edgcomb

Ned Witham
John Michno
Timothy Johnson
Dale Caswell

Town
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FIRE

WARDEN

Dale Caswell

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR
Peter

Angwin

HEALTH OFFICER (PUBLIC HEALTH)
Nadine Dahl

DEPUTY HEALTH OFFICER
Vacant

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Joseph Halla, Chair (2009)

F.

(3 years)

Webster Stout (2009)

Kenneth Sorlin (2010)

Barbie Tilton (2009)

Jim Wieck (2010)

Lisa Carlson, Alt.

& Sec.

(2011)

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Jennifer Taylor, Chair,

3 years (2011)

Galen Beale, Vice-Chair, 3 years (2009)
Roy, 3 years (2010)

Tom

Kelly Short, Treasurer, 1 year (2011)

Bob

Fife,

Fred Ficken, 3 years (2010)

3 years (2010)
James

^^.s,s^it,

2 years

(2009)

Alternates:

Matt Bowser, 3 years (2009)
Jim Wieck, 3 years (2009)

Dan Sperduto, 3 years

(2011)

Stephanie Bowser (2009)

Teresa

Wyman, 3 years

(2010)

Beth McGuinn, 3 years (2009)
Paul Lepesqueur, 3 years (2010)
Vicki Chase (2011)

LIBRARY
Susan

LeClair, Director

Elaine DiStefano, Assistant

Amy

Covell, Assistant

Linda Kotusky, Children s Librarian

BUILDING INSPECTOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Jim Snyder

RECREATION COMMITTEE
Kenneth Robichaud, Chair (2011)
James Kotusky (2011)

Amy

Barbara Cook (2011)

O'Brien (2009)

—9

(3 years)

Brian Collins (2009)
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
Ted West (2011)

Mark Hopkins, Chair (2011)

Anne Emerson (2010)

Virginia LaPlante (2011)

Jeffrey Leidinger (2010)

RECYCLING COMMITTEE
Stephen RdiScht, 2 years (2010)
Tim Chysostom, 3 years (2010)
Sarah Taft, Transfer Sta. Mgr
Adrienne Allaire

Jill

McCullough, 1 year (2009)

Fred Portnoy,

2 years

Seth Cohen
Lori

Lockwood

Norman Bowles
Robert Steenson, Selectmen 's Representative

BUDGET COMMITTEE
Michael Capone

Greg Muehlen
Peggy Bezanson

Lockwood

Robert Scarponi

Al Edelstein

Priscilla

10

(2010)
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WARRANT FOR THE
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
STATE OF
The

polls will be

NEW HAMPSHIRE

open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

To the inhabitants of the

Town of Canterbury

in the

County of Merrimack

in

said State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs.

You are hereby notified to meet at the Canterbury Town Hall in said Canterbury on said Tuesday, the Tenth day of March, 2009 at seven o'clock in the
forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:

1.

To choose

all

necessary

Town

Officers for the year ensuing.

SECOND SESSION
The second session will be held at the Canterbury Elementary School on Friday ofMarch, 2009, at seven o'clock in the evening to act on

day, the thirteenth

the following subjects:

2.

will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one hunthousand dollars ($175,000) for the replacement of the
culvert located on Intervale Road and to authorize the issuance of not
more than one hundred seventy five thousand dollars ($175,000) worth
of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal
Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize Municipal Officials to negotiate
such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon. Two-

To see

if

the

dred seventy

Town
five

Thirds Ballot Vote Required.

3.

To see

if

the

Town

Recommended by Selectmen,

will vote to authorize the

Selectmen to enter into a

three year Municipal Lease/Purchase Agreement for the purpose of pur-

chasing a cruiser, with the equipment, for the Police Department and to

and appropriate the sum of nine thousand six hundred sixty five doland sixteen cents ($9,665.16) after trade in for the first year's payment. The lease will not contain a "non-appropriation clause." This is a
Special Warrant Article. Two-Thirds Ballot Vote Required. Not Recommended by the Selectmen.
raise
lars

11

Town
4.

To see

Town

the

if
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will vote to raise

and appropriate the sum of five thou-

sand dollars ($5,000) for interest on Tax Anticipation Notes.
5.

To see

Town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the
RSA 35:1 to update all of the Current Use records and to

the

if

provisions of

appropriate the

sum

of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) as an initial

funding amount. Furthermore, name the Board of Selectmen as agents
to expend from this Capital Reserve Fund. This is a Special Warrant

Recommended by

Article.

6.

the Selectmen.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of three
thousand twenty one dollars and eighteen cents ($3,021.18) for the purchase of (4) 6.5' X 12' aluminum soccer nets. Petitioned Warrant Article.

Not Recommended by the Selectmen.
7.

raise such money as may be necessary to defray Town charges for the
ensuing year and make appropriations of two million two hundred thirteen thousand three hundred seventeen dollars and thirty seven cents

To

($2,213,317.37) for the same.

8.

To see
lic

if

the

Town will

vote to organize a Fire Department, and other pub-

safety related services according to

RSA

154:1,

1

(b)

whereby the Fire

Chief will be appointed annually by the Selectmen to a one-year term and
the firefighters will be appointed by the Selectmen,

upon the recommen-

dation of the Fire Chief. The Canterbury Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.

(CVFD)

continue to exist as a fraternal organization, but will have no

will

operational authority over the newly created Fire Department. All apparatus and

equipment presently

in use by the

continue to be, the property of the
Chief shall be

recommended

provisions of

RSA

154:1,

Town

CVFD

to the Selectmen for

II,

has been, and will

of Canterbury. Further, the Fire

appointment under the

allowing the recommendation of the Fire

Chief by the Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Emergency Medical
Recommended by the

Technicians of the Canterbury Fire Department.

Selectmen.
9.

To see

if

the

Town

will vote to establish a

mission, pursuant to

Commission
(7)

regular

RSA

673:4-b,

shall consist of not less

members and up

ommended by

RSA

Canterbury Agricultural Com674:44 and

than three

(3)

to five (5) alternates

the Selectmen.

— 12

RSA

674:44-f.

The

nor more than seven

may

be appointed. Rec-

Town
10.

To see

if

of

the
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Town

will vote to direct the

Selectmen to

utilize State

and

Federal funds to maximize energy efficiency in town buildings and cut

municipal energy

cost. Petitioned

Warrant

To transact any other business that may
Given under our hands and
of our Lord,

seal, this

legally

come

before this meeting.

twenty-third day of February, in the year

two thousand and nine.

Robert Steenson, Chairman
W. Briggs

Article.

Lockwood

Kenneth Folsom

— 13 —
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REVENUE TO OFFSET

2009

BUDGET
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MINUTES OF TOWN MEETING
FIRST SESSION
MARCH

11,2009

Town elections were held March 11, 2008 at the Canterbury Town Hall.
Wayne Mann, Moderator called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m. A motion
was made by Cheryl Gordon to dispense with the reading of the warrant. The
motion was seconded by Janice Stout. Motion was passed by majority vote.
Selectmen Robert Steenson and Briggs Lockwood were present to verify that
the ballot box was empty.

Necessary town officers for the year ensuing were chosen by ballot.
The meeting was recessed at 7:00 p.m. The ballots were counted and the
results were as follows:

1.

To choose

all

necessary town officers for the year ensuing.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN:

3 years

1 position,

Kenneth Folsom

286

SUPERVISOR OF THE CHECKLIST:

1 position,

Brenda Murray

6 years

317

PLANNING ^OXRiy. 2 positions,

1 year

Don Burgess

6

Brian Kilrain

4

CEMETERY COMMITTEE:

1 position,

3 years

Michael Bertolone

10

PLANNING BOARD: 2 positions, 3 years
Arthur Rose

263
236

James Snyder

TREASURER:

1 position, 1 year

Mary Witschonke

171

LIBRARY TRUSTEES: 2 positions, 3 years
Linda Reindeau

285
270

Ronald Turcotte

MODERATOR:

one position, 2 years

Wayne Mann

298

TRUSTEE OF THE TRUST FUNDS:

1 position,

Greg Heath

86

— 32 —
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Are you in favor of the adoption of amendment No. 1 to the existing Canterbury Zoning ordinance as proposed by the planning board? The
changes in this amendment would bring the floodplain ordinance into

compliance with the requirements of the National Flood Insurance program.
Passed. YES:

3.

Shall

we permit

NO: 22

284

the public library to retain

income generating equipment
ing equipment?

all

money

it

from its
and upgrad-

receives

to be used for general repairs

NO: 48

Passed. YES: 272

SECOND SESSION
Wayne Mann, Moderator, opened

the recessed 266th Canterbury

Town Meet-

ing at 7:00 p.m. on the 14th of March. The American Flag was presented by Chief

John LaRoche,

Officer

Mark Ashland and Sergeant Ernest Beaulieu.

All joined in

reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

The moderator presented his instructions for the conduct of the meeting and
all fire exits was noted. The Moderator introduced the Town Officials on the podium: Paula Harper, Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector, Cheryl
Gordon, Town clerk/Tax Collector, Selectmen Robert Steenson, Kenneth Folsom, Briggs Lockwood and Town Administrator, Roger Becker.
The Moderator gave a brief overview of the Town Report cover and also noted
that the Town Report, itself, was dedicated to Frank Tupper.
The Moderator reminded the voters that most of the people who serve on various Town committees do so as volunteers. This announcement resulted in a
round of applause.
John Scarponi thanked Fire Chief Caswell and congratulated him on his
the location of

retirement.

He then requested

which resulting

in a

that

we

round of applause

take a

for the

moment

to

thank Chief Caswell

Chiefs years of service to the peo-

ple of Canterbury.

Wayne Mann announced
tions

on the

ballot,

Moderator

the election results and the results of the 2 ques-

both questions passed.

Mann announced that the Boy

Scouts were selling refreshments at

the back of the hall.

Announcement

of procedures:

The moderator explained that only registered voters may speak and then with
a limit of three (3) minutes. Registered voters will have only one turn per

amendment and should

raise their

hands to speak. The moderator asked

33

if all

Town
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registered voters had their yes/no cards and the paper ballot that they received

when checking

in.

The moderator discussed

ARTICLE

Inserts to the

town

report.

4.

and appropriate the sum of two hundred
one thousand dollars ($261,000) for the purchase of a parcel consisting of
two contiguous lots on Kimball pond road known as Hildreth 's held, together
45 acres, tax map 8 lot 037.000 and tax map 8 lot 037.001 and to further
authorize the issuance of up to one hundred thirty thousand five hundred dollars ($130,500) of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the
Municipal Finance Act (RSA33) to authorize the selectmen to apply for, obtain
and accept federal, state or other aid, if any, which may be available for said
project and to comply with all laws applicable to said project: and to authorize
the Board of selectmen to issue negotiate sell and deliver such bonds or note
and to determine the rate of interest thereon further to authorize the withdrawal ofseventy five thousand five hundred dollars ($75,000) from the Conservation Commission Fund and fifty five thousand dollars ($55,000) from the
To see if the town will vote to raise

sixty

Fund created for this purpose. Two
Recommended by the Selectmen.

Conservation Capital Reserve
vote required.

Thirds ballot

Motion Douglas Russwick, Second John Bouton
Jennifer Taylor,

Chairwoman

view, centralized

Commission, spoke in favor
Commission had considered its scenic

of the Conservation

of the motion. Jennifer stated that the

open space, and watershed issues

selecting this parcel.

It is

as part of their criteria for

currently assessed at $261, 000.

If

the article passes

an anonymous pledge from a Canterbury resident of
$5,000.00. The funding for the land will be provided by a general obligation
bond with a face value of $130,500, seventy five thousand five hundred dollars
($75,500) from the conservation commission fund and fifty five thousand dol-

this evening, there

is

from the conservation capital reserve fund created for this purthousand dollar donation will be used to offset the first year's
principal payment.
Mr. Doug Russwick could not find the $55,000 and $75,000 amounts referenced in the Town Report. Selectmen Bob Steenson said that on page 43 of the
Town Report you could find the balances for the two funds: the Conservation
Commission Capital Reserve Fund has a current balance of $65,853.24 and the
lars ($55,000)

pose.

The

five

Conservation Fund has a balance of $88,500.

John Scarponi asked the selectmen

if

they were in favor of the article and

why.

Selectmen Steenson said the Board was unanimously

in favor of the pur-

chase, finding the $261,000 purchase price as being reasonable and "too good to

— 34 —
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bond half, adding 6 cents
and tapering off to 4 cents in the tenth year. The
Selectmen are also concerned about safeguarding the water resources of the
town. Referencing RSA36-A, Selectman Briggs Lockwood read a part of the legislation offering what is deemed appropriate for the Conservation Commission
to purchase in the name of the Town. This land fits the description listed in the
RSA relating to Conservation Commissions.
Judy Nelson questioned if the amount of the bond will be reduced by $5,000
as a consequence of the anonymous donation. Selectmen Steenson and Jen Taylor of the Conservation Commission agreed that the donation would be used to
reduce the first year's principal payment.
Ken Stern, Emily Brunkhurst, Darrell Covell and Howard Moffett spoke in
pass up."

already have $130,000 and only need to

to the tax rate in the first year

favor of the article.

Jamie Kotusky made a motion

to vote. Darrell Covell seconded.

Kelly Short asked for clarification on

how

to

mark

the ballot. Portable voting

boxes were passed throughout the crowd for the collection of ballots. Voting
started at 7:35 p.m. Moderator

Mann announced

that the voting will close at

8:35 p.m.

ARTICLE

5.

To raise such money as may be necessary to defray town charges for the
ensuing year and make appropriations ($2,139,023) for the same.
Point of order: Mike Capone questioned whether discussions and voting can

occur when the voting for article 4 WAS STILL PENDING. MODERATOR MaNN STATED
THAT

CAN.

IT

Motion Ken Jordan, Second Jim Snyder
that we must use "gross appropriations" when budgwhen accounting for the purchase of the new rescue truck

Bob Steenson explained
eting.

For example,

we should have shown the total purchase price as an expense with
money showing as revenue offsetting the expense. Bob noted that

last year,

grant

Town Report was changed accordingly and

the

DRA

requires this format for

the
the
all

and that voters should note these changes in all areas where
there are grants or transfers from Trust Funds such as the Library budget. Bob
Steenson spoke to some of the large increases in the budget explaining that
many are related to increased cost in wages, healthcare and retirement. Also,
adding to this is the Bookkeeper, Mary Hauptman, worked only five months last
year and is budgeted for twelve months for 2008. Likewise, Town Administrator,
Roger Becker, worked only two months for 2007 and is budgeted for twelve
months in 2008. Thanks to Chief LaRoche we now have a fully manned police
force. The recycling and transfer station budgets were discussed. The revenue
from the recycling effort now almost completely covers the operating expenses

budget

line items
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The only other expenditures were the tipping

fees.

We

do

not foresee an increase in the price of Pay-As-You-Throw bags at this time.

A

general discussion of the Fire Department budget ensued, focusing on the

Reimbursement line item. The Fire Department approached the
Selectmen with a proposal to convert to a Call Department and asked for
$50,000 to fund it in the first year. There is a general agreement that something
needs to be done to compensate our volunteers for their efforts. The Selectmen
increase in the

increased the Reimbursement account from $9,400 to $20,000 for 2008 and

have suggested that a committee be formed to study the approach best suited for
Canterbury. The Committee will be charged with presenting a plan to be imple-

mented in 2009.
Bob Scarponi asked for further clarification and was told that the committee
would be providing that clarification at a later date. Reverend Mel Burrows questioned why $2,500.00 was budgeted for voting machine programming' when
only $200 was budgeted for 2007. The answer lies in the fact that this is a Primary and Presidential election year, while last year there were only local elections. It was also explained that there is no one in Town capable of programming
the voting machines, and that there are also security issues that need to be
addressed when reprogramming the machines. Chris Booth raised the same
issue and was given the same answer.
Ginny Litalalien questioned whether we have anyone who could program the
voting machine; again, the security issues pretty

much

limit us to our current

programming source.
Steve Wearn questioned why the Town Administrator's wages and health coverages were so much higher this year. Bob Steenson explained that the Town
Administrator worked only two months last year, but is budgeted for twelve (12)
months for 2008. It was also pointed out that the Town would be reimbursed for
part of the health insurance coverage. Seth

Kohn questioned

if

the highway

budget was high enough. Bob Steenson said the town roads are better than state
roads and that the budget increase for sand and gravel and should be sufficient
for this year.

Derek Jackson asked what the subcontractor fee in the police budget repreBob Steenson answered that it represents wages paid to officers for extra
details worked, for example providing police protection at the racetrack. Selectmen Steenson explained that the hiring agencies are billed more per hour than
we pay out, so the Town ultimately takes in more revenue that it pays out in
sented.

wages, to help defray the administrative costs of providing the service.
B.J.

Entwisle questioned the total Revenue Offsets

men Bob

Steenson explained that the number

earlier explained,

Town

it is

is

shown on page

related to

meet

23. Select-

departments. As

revenue that will be used to reduce the net cost to the
shown in the budget as a gross appro-

of various projects that have been

priation, to

all

DRA and

legislative

budgeting
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Fred Ficken questioned what was being done about the graffiti in the center
Town. The Town has $1,000 deductable insurance, so our insurance will

of the

cover the cost exceeding $1,000.
Steve

Wearn asked about the $15,000.00 budget item for the audit. Our preTown sent out RFP's to about

vious auditor has resigned as of January 2008. The

CPA firms and received responses back from only two (2). Only one of the
two offered a complete audit, and the estimate for that was $14,000.
Bob Scarponi questioned the bond council fees for the bond issues. This is for
the worst case scenario estimated by our bank.
six (6)

There being no further questions the operating budget of $2,139,023.21
was passed by a majority vote.

The Moderator, reading from the 1940 Town Report, related that the Town
TWO individuals THE SUM OF $18.50 FOR WINDING THE ToWN'S CLOCK FOR ONE

PAID

YEAR.

ARTICLE

6.

town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum if seventy nine
hundred dollars ($79,500) for the purchase of a highway truck.
Recommended by the Selectmen.
Motion Mike Capone, Second Leslie Keeler
To see

if the

thousand

five

Briggs Lockwood explained the truck being replaced

is

a 1996 Ford

Dump

coming up this year; the truck is having brake problems and is plagued with rust. They plan to replace it with an
F550 which is "all wheel" drive. This newer truck will be quicker and more effective as a plow as it will be smaller in size. It could be harder to get and more

Truck. There are further repair expenses

expensive next year.

Donna Mueller stated that we voted to buy this truck last year and questioned
why we didn't buy it last year. Briggs explained we bought a truck last year and
we need another one this year.
Seth Kohn said last year's truck was $51,000.00 and questioned why this
truck is much more expensive. Selectmen Lockwood explained that last year we
purchased an F350 and this year we contemplate an F550, a much bigger truck.
Selectmen Lockwood
mounted in its bed. The truck can
The truck may go to the White Farm sur-

Ruth Heath asked what happens

to the old truck.

explained the old truck has a 5 yard sander

be sold but

we

will

keep the sander.

plus auction.

Jim Miller questioned the proposed $20,000 that is going into the Highway
Truck capital reserve fund on page 22 and Judy Nelson asked if the budget is
approved, will the $20,000 offset any of the truck's purchase price. Briggs Lockwood explained that the $20,000 will be used to rebuild the capital reserve fund
for future

highway trucks.
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new truck will not hold the old sander will we be
Lockwood said, yes, it is all included in the price of

the

sander. Briggs

the truck.
Article

6 passed by a majority

ARTICLE

vote.

7.

To see if the town will vote to raise

sand

and appropriate

dollars ($8,000) for the purpose if rebuilding the

sum of eight thoupump in engine three.
the

Recommended by the Selectmen.
Motion Doug Russwck, Second Patti Capone
Derek Jackson asked
Caswell stated that the

if

the

pump

pump was

is

"bad" because of use or age. Chief

"bad" because of Canterbury water; the water

is

wearing the pum.p out. Additionally, the truck is 1 1 years old and has failed the
pump test. The department received three (3) estimates and all three were in the
vicinity of $8,000.00 for the

worst case scenario.

if we have a motion on the floor to discuss. Moderwe did.
Hardy Masse asked how long we plan to be keeping the truck. Bob Steenson
said we are hoping another 10 plus years.

Lockwood asked

Priscilla

ator

Mann

Kathy
that

is

declared that

Fife

asked

if

$8,000 will be enough to cover the cost. Per Chief Caswell

the top of the estimates.

Article 7

ARTICLE

passed by a majority

vote.

8.

and appropriate the sum of five thousand
on Tax Anticipation Notes. Recommended by the

To see if the town will vote to raise
dollars ($5,000) for interest

Selectmen.

Motion
There

Priscilla

is

Lockwood, Second Laurie Lockwood

the potential that

we

will

flow shortages. Chris Booth stated
that offset

it.

Bob Steenson

says yes, but the issue

ing of available cash and the
Article

ARTICLE

need to borrow twice in 2008 to cover cash
interest on late taxes and doesn't

we charge

demands

8 passed by a majority

for

is

one of cash

flow; the tim-

payment.

vote.

9.

To see if the town will modify the disabled exemption from property tax in
the

Town of Canterbury from $35,000 to $60,000 pursuant to RSA72:37-b the
New Hampshire resident for at least 5 years and own

person must have been a
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real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate

is

owned

by a spouse, they must have been married for at least 5 years. In additional, the
taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $13,400, or, if married, a
combined net income of not more than $20,400 and own net assets not excess
of $35,000 excluding the value of the person's residence. Recommended by the
Selectmen,

Motion Judy Nelson, Second Al Edelstein

Bob Steenson
rected; this

is

stated this

was an oversight from

last

year that needs to be cor-

simply a housekeeping measure so that the disabled exemption

matches the elderly exemption.
Ernie Albert asked
that that

Keeler

is

made

if

marriage covers

civil

unions

also.

Bob Steenson

replied

Town Counsel. Leslie
Bob Steenson said we can't change

a legal question needing a response from
a

motion

to revise the language.

the language because the wording

is

dictated by statute.

Bob Steenson said that it is
Board of Selectmen, but it is also a legal issue. The Selectmen can do
it case by case. Will the selectmen look into this for next year? Yes, was the
answer from the Board.
Steve

up

Wearn asked

if all

taxes could be exempted.

to the

Article

ARTICLE

9 passed by a majority

vote,

10.

Shall the town accept the provisions of RSA 202-a: 4-c providing that any

town at annual meeting may adopt an article authorizing indefinitely, until
of such authority, the public library trustees to apply for, and
expend without further action by the meeting unanticipated money for state
federal or other governmental unit or a private source which becomes available
during the year? Recommended by the Selectmen,
Motion Leslie Keeler, Second Ron Turcotte

specific rescission

Bob Steenson explained
son questioned

Town must be
Article

if

that this

is

just a housekeeping issue.

they have to report the money? Yes,

all

money

Peggy Bezan-

collected by the

reported regardless of the source.

10 passed by a majority

vote.

Moderator Mann closed the polls for Article 4 at 8:35
Moderator announced the results of Article 4 to purchase Hildreth's Field
on Kimball Pond Rd. Needed 2/3 majority to pass.
Passed. YES: 169
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11.

Shall the town accept the provisions

ofRSA 202-a:4d to authorize

library trustees to accept gifts of personal property, other than

may

the public

money, which

be offered to the library for any public purpose, and such authorization

shall remain in effect until rescinded in a vote at town meeting? No acceptance

of any personal property under the authority of this section shall be deemed to
bind the town of the library trustees to raise appropriate or expend any public
funds for the operation maintenance repair or replacement of such personal

Recommended by the Selectmen.
Moved Ken Jordan, Second Patti Capone

property.

Fred Zeller asked

if

this

money come with

strings attached. Library Trustee

Claudia Leidinger stated no.
Article

11 passed by a majority

ARTICLE

vote,

12.

To see if the town will vote to approve the following resolution to be for-

our state representatives, our state senator and our Governor
We the citizens of Canterbury, NH believe in a New Hampshire that
is just and fair The property tax has become unjust and unfair State leaders
who take a pledge for no new taxes perpetuate higher and higher property
taxes. We call on our State representatives. Our State Senator and Our Gover-

warded

to

Resolved:

nor to reject the "Pledge", have an open discussion covering all options, and
adopt a revenue system that lowers property taxes. By Petition.
Motion Patti Capone, Second Priscilla Lockwood
Priscilla

Lockwood, State Representative, stated that the Legislature

to start the dialogue for a

new

Christopher Booth stated he

any new

is

trying

tax structure.
is

in opposition of this article;

he

is

also against

taxes.

Dave Noel spoke against any new taxes, having moved here from Vermont
New Hampshire has no sales or income tax.
Bob Steenson spoke in favor as he feels all options should be on the table.

because

Article

ARTICLE

12 passed by majority

vote,

13.

To transact any other business that

may

legally

come

before this meeting.

Jim Miller spoke about cars parking on Baptist Road during town functions
creating a traffic and safety hazard.

He questioned

able at the municipal building.
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Ted West explained that because of the
is not possible.

soils

and wetlands

in that area, creat-

ing additional parking

Doug Russwick asked about plowing the back field at the School. Bob Steenson said that was a school issue. Bob stated Selectmen will talk to the school
board about the parking situation.
David Tirrell-Wysocki stated that something needs to be done about parking;
it's not safe with everyone parking on the road. Why not park on the pavement
and beside the Municipal building? Bob Steenson will discuss matter with

school board.

Barbara Slayton stated that there

is

plenty of parking at

Library you; you can simply park there and walk up the

John Leggett had important announcement
V2

town

hall

and the

hill.

— The Boy Scouts are having a

price sale.

Seth

Kohn wanted

House and

to

thank Laurie Lockwood for her help at the Treasure
However, they still are in need of more

for organizing volunteers.

volunteers.

Chris Booth announced that on April 21, 2008 a meeting of the Renewable
Energy Committee has been scheduled.
A motion to dissolve the meeting was made at 8:56 p.m.
Motion made by Dwight Keeler and Seconded by Jack Evans.
Respectfully Submitted,

Paula J. Harper
for Cheryl A. Gordon, Town Clerk

A

true

Copy

attest:

Cheryl A. Gordon, Town Clerk
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TOWN OF CANTERBURY
SUMMARY OF TAXABLE PROPERTY
Land

$131,948,013

Residential Buildings

$167,265,406

Commercial/Industrial

$

3,472,800

Public Utilities

$

5,540,600

$

28,894

Discretionary Preservation Easement

RSA 79-D

Total Gross Valuation

$308,255,713

Elderly Exemptions

$

960,000

Solar Exemptions

$

105,650

Blind Exemptions

$

45,000

Physically Handicapped Exemptions

$

360,050

Net Valuation on which the tax rate for

&

Municipal County

Local Education Tax

is

computed

Less Public Utilities

$

Net Valuation without
State Education tax

$306,771,013

is

on which tax
computed
utilities

5,540,600

rate for

$301,230,413

Total Veterans Tax Credits

$

65,000

Total of Total Disability

$

1,400

Town Tax Rate

$ 3.89

County Rate

$ 2.42

School Tax Rate

$10.68

State Education Rate

$ 2.15

Current Use Land

$

No. of acres in Current Use

1,855,503

19,320
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town

Hall

266,000

Library Land and Buildings

271,100

Meeting House Building
Historical Society Schoolhouse

117,700

Sam

Lake House

62,600

142,400

Municipal Safety Building and Land

724,800

Transfer Station Land and Buildings

137,600

Band Stand
Elkins Historical Building

49,200
164,000

Town

of Canterbury 2008

Annual Report
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

TOWN CLERK — 2008

MOTOR VEHICLE
Copy Fee
Decal Replacement Fee
Certified

Plate

Registration Fee

Fee

Title

Transfer Fee

Vanity Fee

Motor Vehicle Registration
Motor Vehicle By Mail
Title Application

Void

Fee

— Credit Issued

COUNT

AMOUNT

10

100.00

10

10.00

150

1,084.00

1116
75
54
156
3600
545

50,098.09
1,875.00

540.00
3,900.00

409,396.94
545.00

497

994.00

6

289.80

7

209.60

6226

$469,042.43

Dog License Fee
Dog Transfer Fee
Dog Late Fees
Dog Overpopulation Fee
Dog State License Fee
Dog Replacement Tag Fee

271

1,089.00

Sub

825

Voids

Sub

Total

DOG LICENSES
1

1.50

55
230

196.00

460.00

266

133.00
3.00

2

Total

$

1,882.50

TOWN CLERK SERVICES
Dredge anf

Fill

Application

Miscellaneous Fee

—
Copy
— Add'l Copy
Fees
— State — Add'l Copy
— Town — Add'l Copy
— State
Copy
— Town —
Copy
Town Marriage License Acct — State

Motor Vehicle By Mail
Motor Vehicle By Mail

First

Filing

Vital Statistics

Vital Statistics

Vital Statistics
Vital Statistics

First

First

Town Marriage License Acct -

2

20.00

41

548.38

29
29
4
24
24

29.00

21

29.00
4.00

120.00
72.00
168.00

21

84.00

1

38.00
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
TREASURER

1,353,077.30

Beginning Balance as of 01/01/08

5,995,859.38

Tax Collector

Town

382,503.71

Clerk

State of

— 2008

New Hampshire

95,625.87

Income from Departments
Trust Funds
Library Offset

83,865.59

Gold Star Rent

77,887.00

Transfers from Capital Reserves

39,400.00

—

16,000.00

5,200.00

Hildreth Field Contribution
Interest

on Investments

4,555.06
10,275.00

Insurance Claims

TOTAL

8,064,248.91

2,181,482.34

Selectmen's Orders Paid

152,000.00

Capital Reserve

3,758,663.00

School Tax

744,874.00

County Tax

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

6,837,019.34

GENERAL FUND BALANCE ON HAND

1,227,219.57

NH PUBLIC INVESTMENT POOL
General Fund

52,910.33

Conservation Commission Fund

17,870.48

513.48

Patriotic Purposes

TOTAL NHDPID FUNDS

71,294.29

CITIZEN'S INVESTMENT

2,915.50
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ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN
2008 was in many ways a record setting year for the Town of Canterbury.
Record snowfalls, record elections; record energy costs, a record budget, a
record ice storm and nationally a record economic meltdown all had and will
continue to have significant impact on our town government and its citizens.
The winter months of 2008 set a record for storms and snowfall accumulations. Phil Stone, Jim Sawicki, David Heath, John O'Connor and Jason Barry
toiled long days
n't

and nights plowing the roads and spent the few days that

snow repairing overworked equipment. We thank them

it

did-

for their dedication

our roads open and safe.
The unprecedented duration and intensity of the Presidential primary and
general elections brought record numbers of new voter registrations and record
voter turnout. Supervisors of the Checklist Mary Kerwin, Brenda Murray and
Mary Ann Winograd, Town Clerk Cheryl Gordon, Assistant Town Clerk Paula
Harper, Moderator Wayne Mann and all of our election day and election night
volunteers worked hard to ensure a smooth and accurate electoral process.
The Board is pleased to report that all functions of town government and
financial administration continued to improve under the watchful eye of Roger
Becker in his first full year of service as Town Administrator. The goals outlined
in last years report to improve bookkeeping and internal financial controls were
met. A new purchase order policy was implemented, expenditure analysis was
vastly improved and financial audit results from our new auditors were strong.
We thank Roger, Jan Stout, Mary Hauptmann, Ben Bynum as well as Cheryl
Gordon and Paula Harper not only for their hard work and excellent results but
also for making Canterbury's government pleasant to deal with, responsive and
to keeping

respectful.

The record run-up in fuel prices and heating costs affected all town departments in 2008 as we simply did not budget for $5 per gallon diesel, $4 per gallon gasoline and $3 per gallon propane. We thank the department heads for
working closely with Roger and the Board to adjust spending and we acknowledge a job well done. Despite the energy costs. Chief LaRoche, Chief Angwin and
Road Agent Stone under spent their budgets by $6110, $8844 and $30,379
respectively!

The Police and Fire Departments each surpassed calls-for-service milestones
2008 with the Fire Department logging a record 326 calls. The Board welcomed Pete Angwin as Fire Chief upon Dale Caswell's well-deserved retirement.
We must all express our appreciation to this dwindling company of volunteers
for their dedication to the safety and well being of the citizens of Canterbury.
in
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The Police Department in John LaRoche's first full year as Chief responded to
more calls and relied less on the State Police than ever before and significantly
improved coverage on nights and weekends. We thank Chief LaRoche, Sgt.
Beaulieu and the officers for their professionalism and the cheerful demeanor
that they bring to their work.

The Board recognizes and is deeply grateful for the extraordinary efforts of
Department Advisory Committee: Chair Ellen Bassett; Catherine
Newick; Meg Miller; Ruth Mann; Bob Scarponi; Craig Briggs, Roger Becker; Ken
Folsom and Pete Angwin. They spent hundreds of hours reviewing reams of
data, researching the history and activity of our fire department, interviewing
other towns' fire departments, consulting experts at the Local Government Center and completed a masterful analysis of Canterbury's fire and rescue needs and
developed thorough, thoughtful and economical recommendations for the Town
the Fire

to consider.

The Town budget

also surpassed a milestone in 2008, setting a record as the

operating budget exceeded $2,000,000 for the
that this

sum seems

inconceivable to

many

first

time.

The Board

is

certain

residents, especially those

who

than $50,000! Unfortunately we see no end to
the growth in local budgets and local property taxes as long as the current economic conditions prevail, the State continues to shift costs to the County and
the current revenue structure remains in place. The Board is mindful that the

remember operating budgets

property tax burden

falls

less

disproportionately on the economically disadvantaged,

those suffering a healthcare or other crisis or simply living on a fixed income.
Our challenge as a Board and a community is to balance the very real need to

minimize

this

burden on the most vulnerable of our citizens against equally
fire, emer-

compelling requirements to provide safe roads and bridges, police,

gency medical services and education for our children.
Finally the recent December ice storm once again showcased the Canterbury
citizenry at their best as neighbors reached out to those in need, families shared
generators, meals and all-important hot water with those without power.
this spirit that continues to define

Canterbury and

will help us all as

meet the challenges ahead.
Respectfully submitted,

Bob Steenson
Briggs Lockwood
Ken Folsom
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CANTERBURY
VOLUNTEER

DEPARTMENT

FIRE

I would like to begin with thanking all the members that volunteer to serve
on the fire department and their wives and children who give up quality time

with their

mom,

dad, sister or brother. As Chief,

I

know

all

too well

how many

hours are spent trying to keep all safe and out of harms way. It is the Chief's job
to see that the citizens of Canterbury are protected to the best of our ability. The
demand on our volunteers is at a critical state, the call volume has overcome us

May

as volunteers. In April or

of this year

I

informed the selectmen that we

could no longer protect the citizens of Canterbury with the increase of

calls

and

decrease of volunteers. Something had to be done as soon as possible. The Offi-

come up with

cers of the department has

reimbursement, but

a plan to a paid by

call,

along with

with the selectmen they decided we

after discussions

should have a committee to gather more data similar to the way they did for the
Administrator. So a committee was formed by the Selectmen and many

Town

meetings and discussions took place as well as public meetings. What came out
of all of this is we needed to start building a paid department to handle all of our

emergency needs.
The call rate has steadily increased from around the mid 70's to present and
has put a huge strain on the volunteers. You may be hearing this for the first
time in any case please try to talk with a fire department member before the
town meeting so you may be better informed as to why and what we are asking
Over the years all the fire departments all over the country have tried to give
towns free emergency fire and medical service. But it appears
the day of the volunteer firefighter is about over, and we need to look at fully
funding the fire service, in the same way that we fund our Police, Highway and

for.

their respective

solid

Waste Departments and the Town Administrator. The Fire Department
is a year when times are difficult and it is very important how

realizes that this

we spend our

tax dollars.

I

can't think of a better use of

the protection and peace of

there to help

We

are a

me

if

ever

community

I

mind

that

my

tax dollars that for

someone from Canterbury

Fire will be

should need them.

that prides itself

on being a rural town with no industry

come with a price as we all know. Everyone has emergencies in life and we need someone to call, here it is our Fire Department
because they offer trained Fire and Emergency personnel who can respond to
or big business, but

it

does

your emergency quickly.
When I took over as Chief,
direction that

I knew we had to take the Department in a new
meant more Emergency Medical service and more manpower to

handle the increased

call

volume.

We have

increased our training load to include

a higher standard of care by or EMT's. Seven of our

— 56 —
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which was an 80 hour course. This will
and is a huge boost to the
department's medical team. We also had one firefighter complete Firefighter I
certification at the Fire Academy and one who completed firefighter II. But, we
did suffer a temporary loss of one of our Firefighters EMT to an auto accident
responding to a call in town. We all hope he has a speedy recovery. All these
changes create more work load and duties to perform by the administration
which is already stretched too thin.
Your Fire Department responded to 326 calls this year, that's a 13.2% increase
over last year. We fight all types of fires, house fires, car fires, chimney fires,
brush fires, forest fires and respond to all types of medical calls, car accidents
and natural disasters. We are always looking for people who want to serve.
cians have just completed their "I" class

give the town's people a

much

better level of care

In Fire Safety,

Chief Peter Angwin

Canterbury Fire Department

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
CANTERBURY BUILDING INSPECTOR
During the calendar year 2008, 24 permits were issued. Four were new resiwere commercial. The remainder included accessory buildings, additions, and remodeling projects. These numbers are down considerably from last
dential, 3

year.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Snyder
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CANTERBURY
POLICE DEPARTMENT
2008 was a busy year for your police department. We had an increase in
and general calls for service over 2007. The statistics for the year are
shown below. I thought that I could take this opportunity to explain the terms
used in the chart. If I offend anybody by assuming that you would be interested
in the explanation then I apologize ahead of time. With that being said an accident refers to a motor vehicle accident both those requiring a report to be sent
to the DMV and those not requiring such notification. An arrest is what you
probably think it is. It means a full custodial arrest requiring a booking and bailing. Calls for service are what we refer to when we deal with just about everyarrests

thing.

For example
if

we

if

you

us about a suspicious vehicle, that

call

someone

serve a subpoena to

ice is also

generated as a

Citations refer both to

first

that

is

is

a call for service,

also a call for service.

A

call for serv-

step to an incident or an arrest or an accident.

motor vehicle warnings and summonses. Generally

A field intermay be of some

speaking the department writes more warnings than summonses.

view

is

generated

when we have

contact with someone that

interest but that the contact did not rise to the level of a call for service or inci-

some follow up whether it
example we receive a call of a noise complaint (Call
for Service), we speak with the complainant and learn that his neighbors have
been fighting so we make contact with the neighbors. We discover that one of
the neighbors was assaulted it has become an incident after further discussion
we determine one of the subjects was what we call the primary aggressor and
dent.

An

incident

is

some

action that will require

leads to an arrest or not. For

was

arrested. Property

means

that property stolen, recovered,

damaged or taken

were 3 arrest warrants issued by this department in
2008. 1 am unable to show stats from 2007 because we now use a different data
collection system and track some items differently.
At any rate due to the increase in business, an increase that I believe will coninto custody. Lastly there

I am trying to fund the third full time position that exists
department structure. This position will replace one of the four part-time
positions that the department has. Effectively you will have (3) full time officers

tinue through 2009,
in the

and

(3)

part-time officers. The extra officer will allow

the town for the hours that

want you

to

remember

that

I

we

me

to

more evenly cover

believe the citizenry wants covered. As always

I

are your department and can be reached, for any

reason, at 228-1010 or 783-0433.
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Case #
2008-1
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PLANNING BOARD REPORT
Last year's election resulted in Brian Kilrain and

Don Burgess being

elected

to the board for one-year terms

Chris Blair (2010), Christopher Evans (2011),

Ken Stern

(2009),

and Kent

Ruesswick (2009) were appointed as alternates. During the year Fred Norton
(2010) resigned and Christopher Evans was elected to fill the remainder of the
year

This year saw a decrease in the

number

of public hearings to

come

before the

Board:

4 Site Plan Review hearing
6 Subdivision hearings resulting in the creation of 8

This year
Plan.

we have continued

The purpose

lots.

the process of revising and updating the Master

of a Master Plan

nity to look ahead, establish

new

new

is

to provide

visions

and

an opportunity for the

commu-

directions,

set goals, and map out plans for the future. This process is building on work
done by past Planning Boards going back decades and is being driven by a committee made up of Planning Board members and volunteers from the community. Input has been sought from others through a survey and a public session.
We are once again fortunate to be thanking Nancy Lilly for another year (her
fourteenth!) of service to the Town as Planning Board secretary.
As always there are challenges on the horizon. The Board will be looking for

new

alternates to serve in the

coming

years.

It's

a great

way

to be involved in

shaping the future of your town.
Respectfully submitted

Jim Snyder, Chairman
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CANTERBURY
RECYCLING COMMITTEE
commodity prices the recycling equation was
You could make money by selling paper, aluminum, plastic, and
steel cans or you could spend money by shipping them to landfills or incinerators. Now it has become a choice between spending a little bit to send those
materials to recyclers, or spending more to ship them to a landfill or an incinerator. It's still to your economic advantage to recycle, but now your choice is
between a smaller expense and a bigger expense rather than between income
and an expense.
Prior to the collapse of global

quite simple.

This has implications for the budget. Instead of having recyclable materials
offset the transfer station expenses, they will

now add to them. At some point the
when that will be. Probably bag

equation will revert back but no one knows
prices will have to increase to

compensate

Will an increased bag price lead to

gram and

getting their

own

for the loss of revenue.

more people dropping out

private dumpsters?

From

of the

PAYT pro-

a budget standpoint

it

When

Bestway brings garbage from Canterbury dumpsters to the incinerator, the town charges them back for the tonnage plus adds
probably doesn't matter.

From a financial standpoint the town would be better off if everyone got a private dumpster and we could scale back the transfer station to minimal hours and staff.
The Recycling Committee, however, is more concerned with the environmental aspects of recycling than with the financial aspects. With this is mind, we will
be using the bulk of the money raised at the Dance at the Dump to fund a Recya surcharge.

Day on April 18. The first 350 people bringing in a bin of recyon that day can enter their name into a drawing from which 7 lucky
winners will each be awarded $50. Everyone participating in the annual road
side clean up on that same day can enter their name as well, as can those who
attend the Earth Day talk at the Town Hall April 19 at 4:00 RM. where Don Maurer will discuss landfills, recycling, and single stream and will answer all of your
cling Appreciation
clables

recycling questions.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
CANTERBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2008 was a year of consolidation

for the Society.

The many

projects previously undertaken were the focus of efforts to

initiatives

make them

and

sustain-

on an ongoing basis. We extend our sincere appreciation for the time, effort
and commitment volunteers have given to help us achieve our goal of "preserving Canterbury's heritage and sense of community.
The Houser One Room Schoolhouse served as host to all the elementary
school children in grades 1-5. Our focus this year was W.W. II. Mark Stevens
conducted a special study of the war years in Canterbury, highlighted by the visit
of 6 Canterbury World War II Veterans who visited the classroom. Our teaching
staff was made up of Dale Caswell, Anne Emerson, Kitty Rogers, Karen Gingrich,
Ann Theroux, Jan Briggs and Kathy Southwick, with support from Joan Leggett
and the elementary school staff, particularly Principal Mary Morrison. We thank
you all for helping to make this a model program!
We held our first exhibition in the Elkins Memorial Building entitled, "Funerals and Burial Customs" focusing on practices in the 19th and 20th century.
Joan Leggett and Elaine DiStefano coordinated and mounted the show with
great help from Michael Bourque of the Wendell Butt Funeral Home, for which
able

we thank you.
Our Archive

Project continues to gain momentum with the purchase of
museum software. We are fortunate to have the support and guidance of Curator Tom Johnson and Archivist Rene Fox of Canterbury Shaker Village, who have
been most generous with their time and expertise. We are working to digitize
reference information for much of the Permanent Collection housed in our

Archives and will continue to report to you on our progress.
This year

we achieved

the designation of a 501(c)(3) corporation by the IRS

making it possible to accept tax deductible contributions.
We would like to thank our outgoing board members for their work on behalf
of the Society. They are Jane Balshaw, Judy Kupperman, Mason Newick, and
Jessie Tichko.

We welcome

you

to

become involved

as a docent, archive volunteer, exhibi-

tion worker, general helper, or contributor.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Scarponi, President
Sandy Scripture, Vice-president

Bob Buchholz
Anne Emerson

Gordon Jackson, Treasurer

Jan Cote
Diane Modugno
Brian Titilah

Pam Jackson,

Recording Secretary

Flo Woods, Corresponding Secretary

David Balshaw
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UPPER MERRIMACK RIVER LOCAL
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The Upper Merrimack River Local Advisory Committee (UMRLAC) and other
Management Advisory Committees (LRMAC) were recognized this
year with two awards. The first was the President's Volunteer Service Award gold
level for organizations that have donated in excess of 1,000 hours. Each UMRLAC
representative received a lapel pin. The UMRLAC received a certificate at the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's awards ceremony in April. The UMRLAC and
the other LRMAC were recognized with a "Volunteer NH! Service" awards at a
November ceremony in Concord. The awards were presented by Senator-elect
and former New Hampshire Governor, Jeanne Shaheen. The UMRLAC thanks
Steve Couture of the NH Department of Environmental Services Rivers Management and Protection Program for nominating the LMRACs for these two awards.
The Rivers Management and Protection Program celebrated its twentieth
anniversary with a commemorative poster. The poster features the upper Merrimack from the Route 4 bridge at the Boscawen/Canterbury/Concord line with a
photograph taken by Steve Landry, Boscawen UMRLAC Representative.
The UMRLAC began implementing the Upper Merrimack Management and
Implementation Plan with assistance from the Central New Hampshire
Regional Planning Commission. The Commission worked with the UMRLAC to
write a successful funding proposal to implement the buffers objective. The Plan
can be downloaded and printed in a PDF format or viewed online as an interactive web-enabled version from the redesigned UMRLAC web site at www.merri
Local River

mackriver.org
This year the
.

UMRLAC begins its thirteenth year of the Upper Merrimack
Monitoring Program (UMMP). The UMMP owes much of its success to strong
municipal support and that from its Adopt-a-River Site Sponsors. The Program's
Adopt-a-River Site Sponsors include Aquarian Analytical Laboratories, Inc.;
Aries Engineering, Inc.; Checkmate Expert Payroll Services; Elektrisola;
Franklin Savings Bank; Franklin Wastewater Treatment Facility; Public Service
of NH (both Corporate and Merrimack Station); and Watts RegulatorAVebster
Valve. The UMRLAC also thanks the Conservation Commissions and Towns and
Cities of Boscawen, Bow, Canterbury, Concord, Franklin, and Northfield for
their ongoing support. The support of these towns, cities, and Adopt-a-River Site
sponsors made possible equipment and supply purchases as well as maintenance
to protect existing investments such as the UMMP's stereoscopes. Special thanks
go to St. Paul's School for graciously hosting UMRLAC's "Bug Nights" educational and research program, which continues its popularity in the region with
dozens of individuals volunteering their collection and identification services.
The UMLRAC contracted with EcoAnalysts, Inc. to provide a data analysis and
recommendations report related to the data collected in the Bug Nights program. This analysis will help guide the UMRLAC in its planning efforts for the
next decade. The UMRLAC continued to review and provide comment on proj-
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and proposals including the FERC relicensing for hydroelectric facilion the Merrimack River, site specific and wetlands applications in the upper
Merrimack six municipalities, state surplus land disposal, and a proposed landfill expansion. The UMRLAC also provided comments on several NH Department
of Transportation proposals and pre-application process.
The UMRLAC elected the following slate of officers in November: Michele
Tremblay, Chair; Steve Landry, Vice-Chair, Krista Crowell, Treasurer; and Gary
Lynn, Secretary. The UMRLAC is pleased to welcome Brian Sullivan of Franklin
as the newest "UMRLACer."
The UMRLAC hosted several informational and educational presentations
from experts on issues including legislation, invasive species, climate change
adaptation, and the NH Natural Heritage Bureau. During the summer, the UMRLAC hosted a public workshop in Canterbury on the revised Comprehensive
ect plans

ties

Shoreland Protect Act. Several UMRLAC representatives participated in the
annual Watershed Conference in November. Michele Tremblay presented a
social marketing workshop.
Established in 1990, the Upper Merrimack River Local Advisory Committee
(UMLRAC) has represented its six communities of Boscawen, Bow, Canterbury,
Concord, Franklin, and Northfield in a variety of studies and planning activities
related to the upper Merrimack River and its watershed. It serves as the area's
advisory board on its designation in the NH Rivers Management and Protection
program.
It's been nearly two decades since the UMRLAC met for the first time. Representatives have begun planning for a twentieth anniversary celebration during
2010. To learn more or to be part of the fun, please contact the UMRLAC or
watch for updates on the UMRLAC web site at www.merrimackriver.org
Please visit UMRLAC's redesigned website for further information on the
river, committee membership, activities, summaries from prior meetings,
upcoming meeting agendas, maps, water quality data, and photographs of brave
and selfless volunteers in action. The UMRLAC meets on a rotating basis in its
six represented communities on the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm.
Many thanks to the Towns and Cities of Boscawen, Bow, Canterbury, Concord,
Franklin, and Northfield for graciously hosting Upper Merrimack River Local
Advisory Committee meetings. An informational "Around the Watershed" session is conducted at each meeting. All are welcome to attend. For additional
information, please contact Michele Tremblay at 603.796.2615, www.merri
mackriver.org or any of your municipal representatives listed below.
.

,

BOSCAWEN

CANTERBURY

BOW

Stephen C. Landry
Michele L. Tremblay

Anne Emerson
Nancy Roy

Krista Crowell

FRANKLIN

CONCORD

NORTHFIELD

Tucker Noack
Brian Sullivan

Alan Bartlett
Rick Chormann
Robert Wyatt

Harry Anderson
William Dawson
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
ELKINS LIBRARY
The

new Elkins Library was as successful as the first
new patrons were added. The number of interlibrary

third full year in the

two. Circulation was up and

all time high of over 900books. A downloadable audio book
was added through the State Library and the Gates Foundation. Internet
usage, both for the library's computers and wireless access, increased as well.
Our summer reading program, "A G-Day for Reading" involved over 200 children in reading activities, crafts and a musical performance. At the kick off event
Joe Carringer played the didgeridoo for 71 guests. At the Wildlife Encounter
with Down Under Animals, 178 children and their parents got to see all sorts of
Australian mammals and reptiles.
A wide variety of programs were available for adults as well. Black Elk Speaks
was discussed during a Humanities book talk. Other Humanities programs
included "Ruth Law Aviator," "Listening for Form in Jazz" and "I Doctored
Myself as well As I Could." Talks were also presented on gardening at the Fells
and antique buttons. Trick or treaters came to the library during the Center Halloween celebration and over 200 guests visited during our holiday open house.
Knitters gathered around the fireplace on cold winter nights. The book discussion group met monthly.
Passes to the Planetarium, Shaker Village, The Fells, Strawberry Banke, the
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, and the newly reopened Currier Museum continued to be available to our patrons to allow them to visit for free or at a
reduced rate. The brick memory garden has had donations for several more
bricks and has still has room for anyone wishing to dedicate a brick to a loved

loans reached an

service

one.

More staffing hours have allowed the library to deal with the increased activand patronage over the past year. We were sorry to lose Amy Covell as a
library employee but have added Mark Hampton and Rachel Baker to our staff.

ity

Katie

Dunn

is

stepping

down

as a Trustee this year.

We

will

miss her.

Claudia Leidinger,

Chairperson Elkins Library Trustees
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT
JANUARY

1,

2008

Total Circulation of Materials:

THROUGH DECEMBER

31,

2008
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2008 DANCE AT
DA DUMP KING AND QUEEN
Adlai

Gordon and Abby Sutton

